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Since its founding in July 2004, following a 

generous gift from the The Merrill Family 

Foundation, The Philip Merrill Center for Stra-

tegic Studies has been a primary resource to 

improve the quality of teaching in strategic stud-

ies and promote dialogue on major issues of the 

national security agenda. Over the 2012-2013 

academic year at SAIS, The Merrill Center has 

sought to broaden its audience through various 

lectures, seminars, discussions, and workshops.  

 

The inaugural Hertog Summer Study of 2012 

was a great success, bringing together young 

scholars and policymakers from around the 

country to study current Asian security issues. 

The Bernstein Lecture, "Perspectives on War-

fare," was given by General James N. Mattis 

and attracted guests from the military, aca-

demic, and policy communities. Throughout the 

year, Ambassador Eric Edelman sponsors the 

"You Were There" lecture series, which gives 

students and friends of SAIS an insight into 

policymakers' decision-making processes at 

critical moments in contemporary history. We 

are looking forward to this summer's Teachers' 

Workshop in Basin Harbor, Vermont, where 

academics from around the world will study 

various pedagogical tools for the strategic stud-

ies classroom. 

 

Not only do the faculty and staff play an intri-

cate role to ensure that The Merrill Center suc-

cessfully expands the reach of strategic studies 

beyond the classroom, but students of SAIS 

Strategic Studies serve as ambassadors of this 

mission as well. Many of the newsletter articles 

are written by recent alumni and current stu-

dents who contributed to the work of The 

Merrill Center in addition to completing their 

coursework and participating in extracurricular 

activities.  

 

The Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies' 

Newsletter serves as a window into our outreach 

program. We hope that you come away with a 

better understanding of its mission, its activities, 

and its plans for the coming year. 

The Merrill Center, 2012-2013 
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Spring 2013 

 

Past presenters include Eliot Cohen, Peter Feaver 

(Duke University) and Steven Rosen (Harvard Uni-

versity). The Basin Harbor Teachers‟ Workshop is 

supported by the MacArthur Foundation.  

 

This year‟s workshop will take place June 3-7, 2013 

and promises to be a fulfilling week. 

Qivon Annan 

Program Assistant 

 

The Basin Harbor Teachers‟ Workshop is held 

each June at the Basin Harbor Club in Vermont. It 

is designed to help prepare faculty who are new 

to the national security or strategic studies fields. 

The workshop brings together senior and junior 

faculty, allowing for participants to interact with 

peers through various social activities and set-

tings.  

 

Topics covered throughout the workshop include 

teaching an introductory course in strategic stud-

ies, syllabus construction, case teaching, as well 

as the use of film, gaming, simulations, and staff 

rides to support traditional classroom learning. 

Participants are given the opportunity to choose 

which breakout sessions they would like to attend 

based on interests and affiliations.  

 

Participants of the 2012 workshop had the oppor-

tunity to visit Fort Ticonderoga as part of the four

-day program. Many participants expressed their 

appreciation of the staff ride experience. Staff 

rides have been a hallmark of the Strategic Stud-

ies program at SAIS, providing on-site perspec-

tives of military operations, historical events, and 

museums that a classroom may not offer. 

Basin Harbor Teachers’ Workshop 
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Left. Students of the 

2012 Philip Merrill Cen-

ter Teachers' Workshop 

visit Fort Ticonderoga at 

the south end of Lake 

Champlain in New York. 

Students of the workshop 

have visited Fort Ticon-

deroga for the past four-

teen summers to conduct 

a mid-seminar staff ride 

on the 1777 defeat of the 

Fort and Mount Inde-

pendence by British Gen-

eral Burgoyne. Students 

present at Mount Defi-

ance and at the Fort. 

They take on the roles of 

MG Burgoyne, BG 

Wayne, BG Frasier, MG 

St. Clair, German Gen-

eral Riedesel, and Con-

gressman John Adams, 

among others. A staff 

ride is but one of the 

many pedagogical tools 

The Merrill Center 

teaches at the workshop.  

Phillip Lohaus 

MA ‘12 

 

Professor Cohen‟s deep interest in mili-

tary history will come as no surprise to 

anybody who has had one of his classes 

or who has participated in a Strategic 

Studies Staff Ride. The study of history, 

according to Cohen, arms the strategist 

not only with facts and knowledge of 

events past but also develops the 

"historical mind," or the ability to "use 

history as a mode of inquiry.” In his most 

recent book, Conquered into Liberty, 

Cohen employs these methods to exam-

ine the origins of the American Way of 

War.  

 

Through a series of battle vignettes set 

along the „Great Warpath‟—the area 

between Albany and Montreal—Cohen 

discusses how America‟s formative bat-

tle experiences shaped and influenced the 

way that the U.S. military approaches 

warfare. The modern strategist will find 

many attributes of American strategic 

culture in these pages, from a facility 

with cross-border operations to an acu-

men with logistics and organization.  

 

 

Yet the most enjoyable aspect of Con-

quered into Liberty might be the vi-

gnettes themselves. Cohen uses them to 

introduce the reader to important yet oft-

overlooked figures, such as partisan 

leader Luc de la Corne, as well as to fur-

nish additional insights about better 

known ones, such as Benedict Arnold. 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 11, 2011, SAIS hosted a 

book launch event in which Cohen and 

several distinguished guests discussed 

the enduring legacy of America‟s experi-

ence along the Great Warpath. Charles 

Doran, director of the SAIS Canadian 

Studies Department, moderated a discus-

sion that included comments from noted 

journalist Thomas Ricks and Nicholas 

Westbrook, director emeritus of Fort 

Ticonderoga. By all accounts the event 

was a success, but one question remains: 

when will the students of the Strategic 

Studies Department follow in the Basin 

Harbor students‟ footsteps and  return to 

Fort Ticonderoga for a staff ride? 

SAIS Hosts Book Launch for Conquered into Liberty 

The study of history, according to 

Cohen, arms the strategist not only 

with facts and knowledge of events 

past but also develops the 

"historical mind." 
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A well-known figure in defense policy 

circles with an extensive teaching career, 

Dr. Alvin H. Bernstein displayed the 

qualities of a great professor. He had the 

ability to keep several hundred officers 

alternately mesmerized and roaring with 

laughter while he lectured, without notes, 

on the strategy of the Peloponnesian War, 

or used analogies from the screenplay of 

“The Godfather” to illuminate how the 

Romans maintained intricate policies of 

alliances, patronage, and nicely timed 

brutality to build an empire. By introduc-

ing his students to Alcibiades and Scipio 

Africanus, he taught them how to think 

about strategy. Understanding the rela-

tionship between Sparta‟s oligarchy and 

its military tactics, for example, offered a 

way of thinking about how the United 

States might defeat the Soviet Union.  

 

Established in 2004 as a tribute to Dr. 

Alvin H. Bernstein, the Annual Bernstein 

lecture celebrates the intersection of his-

tory and national security policy by fea-

turing speakers who demonstrate an in-

vestment in education and government. 

The Philip Merrill Center has hosted 

speakers such as Dr. Barry Strauss of 

Cornell University, Admiral James 

Stravridis, and General Peter Chiarelli, 

former Vice Chief of Staff of the Army. 

 

The 2013 Alvin H. Bernstein lecture fea-

tured General James N. Mattis, Com-

mander of US Central Command 

(USCENTCOM). In an off-the-record 

discussion, General Mattis discussed his 

perspectives on current and future re-

quirements for effective policymaking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—-  

Dr. Bernstein was named a research pro-

fessor at the National Defense University 

(NDU) in 1997, and served from 1993 to 

1996 in Germany as founding director of 

the George C. Marshall European Center 

for Security Studies. He was director of 

the Institute for National Strategic Studies 

at NDU from 1990 to 1993, where he also 

served as the first editor-in-chief of Joint 

Force Quarterly. He was Assistant Dep-

uty Under Secretary of Defense for Policy  

 

Planning from 1989 to 1990.  

 

From 1982 to 1989, Dr. Bernstein was a 

professor at the Naval War College and 

chairman of its Department of Strategy. 

He taught classical history at Cornell 

University from 1969 to 1982 and was 

chairman of its Department of Near East-

ern Studies from 1979 to 1982. Appointed 

a scholar-in-residence at the Center for 

Advanced Studies at National University 

in Singapore in 1985, he also served on 

the National Council of the Humanities 

from 1988 to 1992. In addition, he was an 

adjunct professor at SAIS as well as at the 

Cornell-in-Washington Program of Cor-

nell University. 

 

Dr. Bernstein received a doctorate from 

Cornell University in ancient history with 

minors in medieval history, classics, and 

ancient philosophy; was awarded a B.A. 

and M.A. from the University of Oxford 

where he read Literae Humaniores; and 

earned a B.A. in classics from Cornell.  

 

 

Historian, Educator, Lecturer, Policymaker 

The Merrill Center’s  Annual 

Bernstein lecture celebrates 

the intersection of history and 

national security policy. 



Thomas Mahnken 

Senior Research Professor 

Director, Hertog Summer Study 

MA ‘89, PhD ‘97 

 

This summer, The Merrill Center will be 

conducting its second annual Hertog 

Summer Study.  The result of a generous 

gift from New York philanthropist Roger 

Hertog, the summer study employs an 

approach that has been used successfully 

by the Defense Department‟s Office of 

Net Assessment for decades, but adapts it 

to the purpose of educating the nation‟s 

next generation of strategic thinkers.   

 

Each summer study includes a hand-

picked group of 25-30 young scholars, 

practitioners, and established scholars, as 

wells as current and former government 

leaders. During the ten-day workshop, 

the group explores an important dimen-

sion of one of the broad challenges that 

we face today and will face in the future.  

 

After the success of last year‟s inaugural 

workshop, The Merrill Center is even 

more excited about this year‟s session.  

The second Hertog Summer Study will 

be held in La Jolla, CA from August 11-

21, 2013. As with last year‟s event, this 

year‟s summer study will explore strate-

gies for the United States to compete 

with China over the next several decades.  

 

The first portion of the summer study 

will include lectures, panel discussions, 

and roundtables on strategy, studying the 

Asian security environment and China as 

a strategic actor. During the second por-

tion of the summer study, participants 

will be divided into teams to develop 

alternative strategies for preserving 

American interests in growing Chinese 

political influence and military power 

and examine how the United States can 

exploit its enduring strengths against 

China‟s enduring weaknesses. These 

teams will then game out their strategies 

in an interactive simulation that will help 

them think strategically about the topic.  

 

In the final portion of the summer study, 

participants will revise their strategies 

based on the results of the simulation. 

They will reassemble as a single group 

for an intensive, structured discussion of 

the issue, leading to a set of findings and 

recommendations. The summer study 

will conclude with an outbrief of results 

to, and feedback from, a group of senior 

serving and former policy makers and 

scholars. The Merrill Center envisions 

publishing the results of the summer 

study as an article in a policy-relevant 

journal such as The Journal of Strategic 

Studies, Foreign Policy, or Foreign Af-

fairs. 

 

Look for more news regarding the Hertog 

Summer Study over the coming months. 
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The Hertog Summer Study  

Spring News let t er  

Hertog Summer Study 2012 

Marco Calderon 

MA ‘12 

 

This past summer saw the launch of The Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies‟ first Hertog Summer Study, hosted near San Diego 

in La Jolla, California.  The Hertog Summer Study brought together leading academics, professionals, and active duty military for an in

-depth seminar examining current pan-Asian security issues.  I was lucky enough to be asked to assist in San Diego, and helped with 

program administration over the course of a week.  Though I was officially on-duty, I was allowed the opportunity to observe and sit-in 

on the activities with the participants throughout the entire week. 

 

The Summer Study was an absolutely fantastic experience.  With a series of lectures delivered by both SAIS faculty and the participants 

themselves, and an intensive multi-day wargame, the Summer Study immersed its participants in the subtle strategic complexities of the 

region.  Participants delivered lectures on a variety of subjects, from the Chinese defense acquisitions process to Japan‟s regional strate-

gic concerns.  This afforded everyone a solid set of background knowledge on the complex nature of the Asian security environment in 

a relatively short period of time.  The following multi-day wargame, led by Georgetown University Professor Phillip A. Karber, gave 

everyone a chance to see firsthand what would happen when conflict arose in the region and nations began to respond.  Just as in the 

classrooms at SAIS, the mixture of academics and working professionals proved to be very educational for all parties involved and al-

lowed for some fruitful debates over theory and practice.   

Hertog Summer Study 2012: A Staff Perspective 



John McLaughlin 

Distinguished Practitioner in Residence 

MA ‘68 

 
 

Last Summer, for the fourth year in a 

row, Distinguished Practitioner in Resi-

dence John McLaughlin and Professor 

Tom Keaney co-directed a course called 

the National Security Analysis and Intel-

ligence Summer Seminar (NSAISS).   

 
 

The course was sponsored by the US 

intelligence community and drew to-

gether 40 graduate and undergraduate 

students chosen by the intelligence com-

munity from around the United States.  

The purpose was to introduce these stu-

dents to the intelligence field through a 

combination of in-class work, exercises 

and simulations, and visits to around five 

intelligence agencies.  Among the re-

quirements to get into the class were pro-

ficiency in a foreign language and pas-

sage of a background check for a Secret-

level clearance (to facilitate visits to the 

intelligence agencies).   

 

In addition to these visits, highlights of 

the course included a staff ride to Anti-

etam (focused on the intelligence aspects 

of the battle), presentations by notable  

 

intelligence professionals such as John  

Brennan, former CIA Directors George 

Tenet and Michael Hayden, and of course 

lectures by SAIS‟s best professors, in-

cluding Dr. Cohen, Dr. Mahnken, China 

Studies Director, Dr. Mike Lampton, and 

Adjunct Professor Bruce Riedel.   

 

Data is not yet complete, but it appears 

that somewhere between a third to half of 

the 160 students who went through the 

course over the four years subsequently 

decided to apply for jobs in the intelli-

gence field. 

Kelly Johnson 

MA ‘13 

 

Ambassador Eric Edelman launched the 

“You Were There" lecture series in the 

spring 2012 semester as a spin-off from 

his highly popular “Diplomatic Disas-

ters” class. The lecture series, designed 

to teach students about decision-making 

in times of crisis, opened with a lecture 

by Ambassador Edelman on diplomatic 

negotiations with Turkey in the lead up 

to the 2003 invasion of Iraq, in which he 

participated as both Ambassador to Tur-

key and then as a national security advi-

sor within the office of the Vice Presi-

dent.  

 

To date, other speakers have included 

Ambassador Robert Joseph on "Lessons 

Learned from Libya's Denuclearization", 

Ambassador Daniel Fried on the 2008 

Russia-Georgia war, and Ambassador L. 

Paul Bremer who spoke of the decision 

to dissolve the Iraqi army.  Elliott 

Abrams offered the most recent lecture 

on February 19, 2013 with the provoca-

tive title “Who Should Bomb Syria?” on 

the topic of the 2007 al-Kibar reactor 

bombing. 
 

Each of the lecture events involves a 

public lecture held at SAIS campus. The 

guest lecturer then joins a select group 

for a more informal discussion. The lec-

tures and dinner discussions are strictly 

off-the-record in order to promote an 

environment of candor and open-

discussion. 
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National Security Analysis and 

Intelligence Summer Seminar  

 

Panelists included Professor Mahnken, 

Dan Blumenthal, and Toshi Yoshihara, all 

SAIS alumni. As the editor of the book, 

Professor Mahnken led the discussion, 

and chapter authors Blumenthal and Yo-

shihara followed with presentations on 

power dynamics in Asia. Questions dur-

ing the Q&A session explored topics such 

as the nature of strategic competition with 

China and how the current strategic envi-

ronment in Asia has changed over the 

past decade.  

 
 

The book is a study in grand strategy, 

focusing on the emergence of China as a 

great power. The beginning chapters ex-

amine both the theory and history of great

-power strategic competition, such as that 

between the US and Soviet Union during 

the Cold War, and then uses lessons  

learned to present a framework for the  

 

future of US-China competition. The 

book also assesses the US-China military 

balance and how US allies in Asia affect 

the region‟s strategic environment. The 

final chapters of the book discuss options 

for improving the US‟s strategic position, 

including increasing the US military pres-

ence in the Western Pacific, engaging 

with US regional allies, and capitalizing 

on the internal dynamics in China.  

 

 

Lori Hammer 

MA ‘12 
 

On November 12, 2012, Professor Tho-

mas Mahnken held a panel discussion 

followed by a question and answer ses-

sion for his new book, Competitive 

Strategies for the 21st Century: Theory, 

History, and Practice.  

Book Launch: Competitive Strategies for the 21st Century 

You Were There 

Lecture Series 



The Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies 

 

1619 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Phone: (202) 663-5772 

 

Christine Kunkel, Program Administrator 

Email: ckunkel@jhu.edu 

 

Qivon Annan, Program Assistant 

Email: qannan1@jhu.edu 

 

http://merrillcenter.sais-jhu.edu 

CONTACT  INFORMATION  
 

Support the Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies 

Make Strategic Studies a memorable experience for generations of students,  

scholars, and policymakers: 

Contact Dr. Thomas Keaney, tkeaney@jhu.edu 

Numerous faculty, staff, and students helped to produce this first edition of The 

Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies‟ newsletter.  

 

We extend special thanks to: 

 

Marco Calderon, MA „12 

Lori Hammer, MA „12 

Phill Lohaus, MA „12 

Kelly Johnson, MA „13 

The Hertog Foundation 

The MacArthur Foundation 
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