
Tom Keaney 
Associate Director 

Strategic Studies as an independent program 
at SAIS is now in full force.  The just-
graduated students had the option of graduat-
ing under the new rules as a Strat Program or 
old rules—as a sub-field under International 
Relations.  The new rules for Strategic Stud-
ies concentrators calls for a deeper require-
ment (five courses, beginning with Strategy 
& Policy), while giving students more flexi-
bility (they can take any two core courses 
they want).   The MIPP affiliates must take 
three courses in the concentration, beginning 
with Strategy & Policy.   As before, students 
can satisfy the five-course requirement with 
those courses cross-listed with Strategic Stud-
ies.  It’s still too soon to tell if the new five-

course requirement will result in fewer con-
centrators, or more.  Last year we had over 
120 students in the DC campus alone, a num-
ber that created competition for entry into 
Strat courses, even for second year students. 

This last semester we began to offer half-term 
courses (for half credit) on specialized topics, 
added to the menu for students.  Those cours-
es were Air Power and Strategy (taught by 
Tom Keaney) and Military Space Systems 
and the Space Domain (taught by a new ad-
junct, Todd Harrison).  In the fall we offer a 
third half-term course, An Introduction to 
Military Operations Analysis.   Initial reports 
from the students were excellent, based on the 
flexibility offered, and we will look to add 
one or two more of these offerings.  

Strategic Studies Academic Program 

Whatever happened to Orals? 
Tom Keaney 
Associate Director 

For those alums graduating more than five 
years ago, let me comment on the present 
arrangement for “orals” and the SAIS cap-
stone requirement.  SAIS switched from man-
datory orals with professors from economics 
and the student’s concentration to a revised 
program that required students to complete a 
“capstone” requirement.   One of the ways to 
complete the Capstone requirement remains 
the M.A. oral evaluation of old.  That route is 
available to those students whose GPA stands 
within the top 30% of the class; they are eligi-
ble to take these orals in an attempt to be 
among the top 10% of the class to graduate 
with honors.   

Strategic Studies M.A. students may com-
plete the capstone requirement in one of sev-
eral ways in addition to taking the honors 
orals: serving as a quartermaster on a staff 
ride; completing the research seminar course; 
or taking Strategic Studies orals.  Most M.A. 
students fall into the last category and sit for 
orals with Eliot Cohen and me.  The sessions 
last from 45 minutes to an hour, and while all 
is fair game, including questions on econom-
ics, the focus is on what students found as the 

most important perspectives they have 
learned, on how they have integrated infor-
mation across courses taken, and on what 
they see as the next step in their careers.  One 
added step: after the session, we provide feed-
back on how well the student did on the eval-
uation.  

While the orals now take up more of our time 
under this system, roughly 35 hours total for 
each of us over two weeks, the sessions also 
serve profitably as exit interviews with stu-
dents and give us a good sense of how our 
grads evaluate their time at SAIS.  

A
lu

m
n

i 
N

e
w

sl
e

tt
e

r 

T
H

E
 P

H
I

L
I

P
 M

E
R

R
I

L
L

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 F
O

R
 S

T
R

A
T

E
G

I
C

 S
T

U
D

I
E

S
 

Volume 6, Issue 1 

June 2015 

Fall Staff Ride 2 

International Staff Ride 3 

Annual Fundraiser 4 

Spring Staff Ride 5 

Inside this issue: 



Page 2 

FSR 2015:  The Philadelphia Campaign 
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Make Strategic Studies a memorable experience for generations. 

Support the Strategic Studies.   

https://jhweb.dev.jhu.edu/eforms/form.do?formId=8025 

Above:  Students and faculty on the 2014 Fall Staff Ride in front of Cliveden, a house made famous as a key site of the Battle of Germantown 
during the 1777 Philadelphia campaign.   

By Rebecca Ward (MA15) 

The Fall 2014 staff ride explored the 
Philadelphia Campaign of 1777-1778. 
Over the course of two days a group of 
75 students, professors, and distin-
guished visitors followed the path of 
Generals Howe and Washington as 
they fought through Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, and New Jersey.  

Led by quartermasters Garett Bernsten 
(MA15) and Rebecca Ward (MA15), 
the staff ride covered the Battle of 
Brandywine, the Paoli Massacre, the 

British capture of Philadelphia, and 
Washington’s encampment at Valley 
Forge. Through character presentations 
and participatory question and answer 
sessions, the group discussed the tacti-
cal, operational, and strategic challeng-
es that the British and American forces 
faced during the Revolutionary War.  

At the Battle of Brandywine partici-
pants discussed the successful British 
flanking movement executed by the 
British and the ensuing American re-
treat. During the series of small skir-
mishes following this retreat American 

forces were ambushed at night by forc-
es under the command of British Gen-
eral “No Flint” Grey. Participants dis-
cussed this unprecedented night am-
bush and the subsequent American 
propaganda using this attack to rouse 
rebel support against the British.  

Ultimately, participants assessed how 
the campaign shaped General Wash-
ington’s leadership throughout the war 
and the inherent difficulties of forming 
an Army from scratch and fighting 
against an established force.  



By Brett Fetterly (MA15) &  
Terry Rydz (MA15) 
2015 ISR Quartermasters 

This past March 50 students and faculty 
from the Strategic Studies Department 
traveled to Colombia for this year’s Inter-
national Staff Ride. 
Unlike traditional 
staff rides, Colombia 
offered this year’s 
ISR participants the 
chance to apply the 
historical and theoret-
ical lessons learned in 
the classroom to an 
ongoing conflict. 
Over the course of a 
week, students stud-
ied and discussed the 
evolution of the Colombian conflict, pay-
ing particular attention to the develop-
ments in insurgency and counterinsurgen-

cy strategy, operations and tactics. 

Beginning the trip in Bogota, students 
examined the ideological underpinnings 
of the conflict and the rise of the insur-
gent movements out of the time period of 
La Violencia. During the next 3 days, the 

group traveled by 
Colombian military 
air transport to vari-
ous sites around the 
country. Roughly 
half of each day was 
spent doing tradition-
al staff ride presenta-
tions while the other 
half was spent learn-
ing from various 
high-level Colombian 
Ministry of Defense 

officials. Among the most prominent of 
these was the Minister of Defense (and 
SAIS/Strat alumnus) Juan Carlos Pinzon, 
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ISR 2015:  Colombia 

“…chance to apply the historical 

and theoretical lessons learned in 

the classroom to an ongoing 

conflict.” 

Above:  Students and SAIS faculty prepare to board a Colombian military transport to visit a Colombian special forces base in the southern part 
of the country.  The visit and travel to the base were arranged by former SAIS MIPP and present Minister of Defense Juan Carlos Pinzon, stand-
ing next to Eliot Cohen.  Also in the picture are SAIS alums John McLaughlin, far left, kneeling; Dave Fuhrmann, next to Eliot; and Tom 
Mahnken and Mara Karlin, among the crowd on the right.  

who shared his insights on what the con-
flict looks like today.  A final wrap up 
day was spent in Cartagena discussing the 
future of Colombia and the prospects for 
peace. 
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Sixth Strategic Studies Fundraiser 

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 

By Stephanie Papa (MA13) & 
Kimberly Pucher (MA13) 

We would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the 2014 Strategic Stud-
ies Alumni Fundraiser! You made it a 
tremendous success! This was the de-
partment’s sixth consecutive drive and 
we shattered previous records. This 
year, 166 alumni (previous record: 125) 
contributed $50,260 (previous record: 
$41,620).  As over-
all participation 
continues to be our 
prime focus, we are 
very excited that 
we increased our 
donor base by an 
additional 41 alum-
ni, and we hope to 
exceed 200 contri-
butions this coming 
year! 

This year was par-
ticularly exciting as 
the highest number of gifts came from 
the three most recently graduated clas-
ses. This effort was catalyzed by a very 
generous, anonymous donor who threw 
down the gauntlet, saying that they 
would match every dollar the classes of 
2010-2014 donated up to $10,000. 
These five classes stepped up to the 
challenge, and met the $10,000 goal 
with a whopping 37 gifts donated by 
the class of 2014, 30 gifts from the 
class of 2013, and 23 gifts from the 
class of 2012.  

We also want to thank Marijke Jurgens 
Dupree (MA’92), who continued her 
leadership of years past with a $10,000 
match, which was a great encourage-
ment to all alumni to participate in the 
fundraiser as well as a generous addi-
tion to our total funds raised. We are 
pleased to announce that in total, 24 
different classes participated in this 
fundraiser, stretching from 1980 to 
2014. Beyond the most recently gradu-
ated classes, several other classes gave 
8 or more contributions: 2007, 2008, 
and 2011.  

As in past years, this year’s drive will 
ensure that extracurricular educational 
experiences (including stateside Staff 
Rides, the Quantico  

trip, other field trips, the film series, 
and guest speakers) will continue to 
enhance the classroom and remain 
available to all Strategic Studies stu-
dents, which is increasingly a challenge 
as the department continues to grow. 

The Alumni Fundraiser is more im-
portant than ever to the Strategic Stud-
ies department in order to ensure its 
continued excellence.   

We would like to thank and recognize 
this year’s Class Representatives.  Six 
of these representatives just graduated 
from SAIS in the class of 2014 and 
were happy to immediately pitch in as 
alumni. The eight others are Class Rep-
resentative veterans who have contin-
ued to volunteer and provide their ex-
cellent support despite how much work 
we ask them to take on around the holi-
days every year. This year our 14 Class 
Representatives were: Henry Nuzum 
(MA 09), Steve Riccardi (MA06), War-
ren Wilhide (MIPP08), Tali Wenger 
(MA08), Spencer Abruzzese (MA10), 
Lori Hammer (MA12), Morgan Hitzig 
(MA13), Matthew Williams (MA13), 
Kat Timlin (MA14), Brenna Allen 
(MA14), Eric Lindsey (MA14), Joseph 
Reagan (MA14), Kevin Cronin 
(MA14), and Julie Lascar (MA14). 
Each Class Representative reached out 
to a couple dozen alumni, ensuring that 

we made individual appeals to over 300 
people. We would also like to thank the 
former Quarter Masters who, in the last 
few days of the fundraiser (during the 
holidays!), reached out to their former 
staff ride participants to urge them to 
donate. 

Henry Nuzum and Steve Riccardi pro-
vided us with immense wisdom this 
year from their experience running the 

past five fundrais-
ers. The Develop-
ment and Alumni 
Relations team, 
with special thanks 
to Margaret Fron-
dorf and Liz Lev-
ine, was critical to 
our success as well.  
Finally, we would 
like to thank David 
Fuhrmann, the 
Alumni Council, 
Dr. Cohen, and Dr. 
Keaney for their 

leadership. 

We will be kicking off the 2015 Alum-
ni Fundraiser this fall.  Since individual 
appeals are most effective, we are eager 
for additional Class Representatives, 
particularly from the Class of 2009 and 
earlier. We would, of course, appreci-
ate any additional help regardless of 
your class. If you would like to volun-
teer, please email us at stratalumni-
fundraiser@gmail.com.  Additionally, 
if you have any suggestions on how to 
improve the fundraiser, please do not 
hesitate to contact us with feedback.   

Finally, we would not be good fund-
raisers without this last note: it is never 
too late or too early to give to the Stra-
tegic Studies Department. If you are 
interested in giving a donation to the 
department, no matter how large or 
small, please visit the website: https://
secure.jhu.edu/form/sais . Once on the 
website, designate the gift as “Other” 
and in the “Please Describe” area be 
sure to write “Strategic Studies”.  

Strategic Studies Alumni Fundraiser Records 

Year # of Participants Funds Raised 
Funds Raised 

Pre-Match 

2009 21 $3,755 $3,755 

2010 65 $23,762 $13,762 

2011 66 $30,005 $20,005 

2012 63 $33,316 $18,316 

2013 125 $41,620 $31,620 

2014 166 $50,260 $30,260 
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ISR 2015 begins with presentations in Bolivar Square, Bogota, Colombia. 

By: Ryan Lester (MA16) 

The Strategic Studies Department em-
barked on a staff ride covering the Mary-
land Campaign of 1862, known for the 
Union's surrender of Harper's Ferry and the 
Battle of Antietam, the bloodiest day in 
American History. Students, professors, 
and distinguished visitors gathered Sunday 
morning at 6 AM and drove to Harper's 
Ferry where students first analyzed tactical 
advantages the Confederates had in sur-
rounding the town and forcing the Union 

to surrender.  

Following lunch at Gathland State Park 
and presentations on the Battle of South 
Mountain, the participants then visited 
McClellan's Headquarters at Pry House 
and camped overnight at the Rohrbach 
Campground on the Antietam National 
Battleground. The next day was spent vis-
iting the key sites of the Antietam Battle-
ground including the Northern cornfield, 
Bloody Lane, and Burnside Bridge. 

The quartermasters for the trip, Ryan 
Lester (MA16) and Whitney MacNamara 
(MA16) , were pleased with the participa-
tion of students from across all concentra-
tions at SAIS. Of the 54 participants, 15 
were studying with other departments, 
demonstrating cross cutting interest in this 
foundational activity of the strategic stud-
ies department.  

Spring Staff Ride 


